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BETTER THINGS.

Battor to amell the violet eool than slp the

glowing wino
Bottor 1o lm':k nlnl*dnn brook than wateh &
dinmonil shine,

ficttar the love of m gentle heart than
bounty's tavor rrnml:

Dettor the ‘roses living sced than rosos In &
erowd.

Dottar to love In loneliness than to bask In

ove nll ¢ 1
Botter the fonntam in the hoart than the
fountaln by the way.

Dotter bo fod hrnmmhnr‘n hand than ont
nlone nt willg

Tlottar to trust In God than say: My goods
my #store-hoose H1L"

Tetter to o n ikt wise than In knowledge
to ahound ;

Better to teach nohilld than toil to 1l per-
foctlon's round.

Tettor to ait nt n master's foot than thrill a
lintoning arnte |

Dotter snspect that thon nre proud than be
sure that thou art great,

Tettor to wnlk the renl unseen than wateh
the hour's event;

Bettor the “Well donn!"™ nt the last than the
nir with shouting rent,

Tiatter tl'll Iim\'n nqulet grief than a hurrying
delight;

Dotter tI:f! twillght of the dawn than the
noonduy burning bright,

Notter a death when work ia done thnan
earth's most fnvored birkh;
Dotter n child In God's great house than the
King ol all the curth.
—(feorge Macdonald,

— P,

ROMANCE OF A LETTER.

How It I'ollowed a Gloomy Lover
Over the World.

I

" The evening train from New York to
Newnrk was flashing across the mead-
ows, when a young man, who had been
sitting with hat drawn over his brows,
apparently thinking deeply, started ap,
hostily thrust his hand into his inner
cont pocket, and, with an exclamation,
drew out a dainty letter, addressed in
feminine hand,

“Just as I expeoted!”’ ho pgrumbled.
“0Of course, I forgot it! Why didn't I
think of it before we loft Newark! I
might have mailed it there, Now,
there’s nothing to do but to tell Clara
that I forgot it. And, of course, it s
important, or she would never have
hurried it off with that blot on the cor-

L1}

ner.

“Waverly!™ called out the brakeman,

The young man arose, anil, with the
Jetter in hand, left the ear. At this
moment a earviags, containing  a lady
anil gontleman, drove up to the station.

“There's Willis,”" exelaimed the
young man. “He must be going to the
city: 'l get him' to mail " it. ~ Hello,
Will's! Going into town?"

“Ah! Bennot, liow dare you? Yes,
my wife thinks she must hear Salvini
to-night. Avny thing I can do for
youp"

“Why, ves; if it would not trouble
vou. ‘This letter was handed me this
morning, and; as usual, I forget to mail

git. It isquite important, and if von'd
just drop it ina box for me, I'd be
greatly obl Ilgud,"

“Certainly. No trouble at all.™

Mr. Willis took the letter, put it in
his inner broast. cont poeket, and huor-
riod away to his train, which had just
arrived. Charlie Bennett passed down
the board walk to his home, fecling that
the possible result or his forgetfulness
would never oceur. A week later a
small company was assombled in Mr.
Willis! parlor. A young married lndy
who had that day found in her hus-
band’s pocket a letter that she had given
him several days before to mail, made
the statement that she believed that
every man in the room had in his pock-
ots missives that he had been intrusted
with and had wholly forgotton. Mr.,
‘Willis denied the charge, anil oftered to
prove that, as far as he was concerned,
af least, it was nn unjust accusation,
One by one he emptied his pockets of
lettors, which wore all addressed to him-
self except, the lnst, n delieate lotter,
with a tiny blot on one corner, This
bore the address of “Honry Milford, No.
123 West — street, New York."

A look of astonishment crept over his
fnce, followed by one of dismay, as he

sragalled the day that Charlie Bennett
had intrusted him with an important
Jetter to mail. This must ba the one,
though he had not noticed the address,
Followed by peals of laughter, ho has-
tened from the room with an indefinite
desire todo something, hescarcely knew
what, to rectify his error.  Whatshoulil
he do? Should he harness up at this
Inte hour and drive two wiles to
Nowark, just to mail this letter, or
should he walk over tothe station on
the chanece of finding somo one going
to town? Just at this moment he saw,
in the moonlight, n man hurrying
along the walk toward the station, and
recounizing n neighbor, he suid:

“Oh! Mr>Groy, is thatyou? Are yon
going to town?’

*Yes, Iom going to Boston, anil I
am in a hurry to catch the night train.
Auy thing I ean do for you?"

“Why, yes; if you will ]Juat mail a
Totter for me, I will be oblized. You
can drop it inu box ns you go along,
It will not delay yvou."

“10h, it will be no trouble at all."

So, onco more the lettor was placed in
o breast pocket and started fer New
York,
tuke o much longer journey. Mr. Grey
found himself pressed for time, and, in
his haste, entirely forgot the lettor.
Roturning home one morning, ten
doys later, he caught sight of Mr,
Willis, taking the teain for Noew York,
The sight of him recalled the forgotten

letter, Stepping to tho ofiice window,

ﬁa:admﬁ the agent, who stood in-

“I say, Bmith, I want you to do me a

favor.  Will you give this letter to some

one who is going on the next train? Iy
is a very important letter, and must be
mailed at onoe. "'

“I'll attend to it, Harrls always goos
in on the next train, He'll take it

*Tell him not to forget it."

“Oh, he won't forgut. He's always
doing errands for somebody,"

weh ved, Mr, Gray continuod

homeward, and Mr, Smith put the let-

tor up over where he would
be snro to see it when Mr. Harris came,

But, for some renson, Harris did not

comu,  Bmith, catching sight of tho let-

tor tho next morning, conoluded that,
us he was going to town in the after-
noon, he would not intrust It to any
ono olss, for foar it might be forgotten,
a4 Girey had suid it was important. The
lottor wis therofore consigned to Mr.
mtm‘: pocket just before ho wont to
nar.

As he srose from the table his wife
vomnrked:

v ™Xow wre mot going to town with

It was destined, however. toy

that cont on!  Leave it hore, and Iwill
sew on  those buttons while yeu are
ne,

Obediont to the wishes of his wifs,
Bmith put on his Sunday cont, forgnt-
ting to teansfor hia papers from the old
one, While Mre. Smith was working
upon it the papers fell to the flvor,
She pleked them up and earcfully lnid
them in a deawer, where they remained
until Smith nsked for thom, severnl dnys
Inter, Looking them over, he discov-
ored the lottor to Heney Milford.

“Now, that 15 too bad! T muost give
this to the first person that goes to town
to-dny."

It chaneed that the first person that
appeared was Charlie Bennott,  To him
Smith went with the letter.

“Bennett, I wish you'il mail this for
me; it's been in my pocket n week
now. '

enrolessly nt W, recognized it ns the very
lotter given him by Clara threo weeks
before,

“Whore did you get this?'' he asked,
rather abraptly.

"Grn{ gave it to me to mail a week
nfm. meant to give it to Harris, but
didn't see himv Then I thought I'd
mail it myself, and forgot it. Do you
know any thing about it? Thope there's
no hirm done,

“0Oh, I guess it's all vigat. T only
asked beonuse I know the man to whom
it is addressed. I'll sce that it s
mailed,"

“I4's a shame!"  sald Bennott to him-
self, “that I did not mail this when it
was first given to mo.  This is why
Ulara has been looking so down-heartod
for the last three woeks, Poor girl!
Well, it will 2goon be all right now."

The attempt to mnail tho lotter was
this time successful, bnt it was not so
soon “all right' ns the brother hawd
])rnvhosimi.

The day before Clara Bennett had
given hor letter to her brother, she hud
reocived one signed, “faithfully yours,
Henry Milford,” and which, after an
nvowal of love, had elosed with these
words:  “If you receive this with favor,
giva me permission to come to you;

1 desire.”
Clarn’s answer was brief.
ed of but one word: “Come.""

for a week, after sending his important
lotter. But as day after day passed, and
no answor eame. he considored his suit
ns lost, und, in despair, concluded to
neeept fn invitation from an uncle to
vigit him on his ranch, in California.
Robert Allison, an intimate friend, and
n young lawyer, hnd tried in vain to dis-
sunde him from this step: for he knew
no reason why Henry should become
moody and despondent all at onee, nnd
throw up his hopes of business snceess
and promotion, nnd start off to Culifor-
nin.  But his arguments were unavail-
ing. Henry would go.

“Where shall I forward yonr lotters?"
nsked Allison, as they shook hands at
the station.

*There’ll be none to forward,' was
the ungracious repiy.

“But 1 shall want to write to vou
myself.  Where ghall T address you ™

“I'Il write you after I get settled,"
was the surly answer,

Henry turned abruptly away and
stopped into the car. A sccond ™ later,
he torned back, and grasping
friend's hand, said, in a husky voice:

my rudeness, 1 havdly know what I am
saving, but I won’t forget that you have
heen a true friend to me in these durk
days."

*‘Good-bye,”” responded Allison, try-
ing to spenk in o cheery tone. “You
are a little bilions now, but tho freo life

of n rancher, in ‘the glorious climate of |

Californy,' will bring you out all right.
I shall expect glowing lotters from you
soon. ™

“I wonder what ails the follow?' Lo
soliloguized, as he wont homo.

As e entered his boarding-house, the
gervant girl met him in a flurey,

“Oh, Mr, Allison,” she exelaimed,
“here’s o letter for Mr, Milford. Can't
you get to him before he goes away?"

“He's alveady gone, Jennie, but I'll
send it to him

Weeks passed, and Henry Milford
seemed in no hurry to fultill his promise
of writing. When the letter t"(l| come,
it wus a breezy one, telling of their hap-
py. unconventional life, but contained
no word about himself. It closed with
thesa signiticant words:

*You need mention me to none of my
friends. Lhave done with civilization.™

You may be sure that Allison lost no
time in replying. The envelope in
which he inclosed both his reply and the
duinty letter of the unknown, bore
across one end the words: *If not
called for in ten days, return to Robert
Allison, attorney-at-law, — Park Row,
New York."

A bright, beautiful May day was
drawing to a close, a8 a traveling car-
ringe drew up before the hospitable door
of John Milford, stock farmer, Califor-
nin.  The oeccnpants were a portly
middle-ngod Englishman, wrapped in
various “top eonts' and shawls, and o
young man, who seemed to be in great
pain, and was ovidently unable to alight,

“Elo, ere, cahn't you lend us a
‘and?" shonted the portly individual to
the hordsman. who stood near, looking
curiously at thoe stranger. *“'Fre’s a
young man that 'us broke 'is leg,
Cahn't you give 'im a lifep"

John Milford himself heard the sum-
mons, anil, appenring, bade *‘the hoys"
bring the stranger in. The elder gontle-
man, who gave his name s **Holliver
'Awthorne, of Hivy Lodge, 'Ertford-
shire, Hengland," made all due ex-
planations,

“You see 'e would go leaping over
the bock, and fell in. 'E vouldn't get
up; so Tummas, 'ere, and I, we elped
'im into the phaeton, Then wo cume
‘ore, fur we couldn’t go on wi' the poor
man groanin', and we not knowin' but
'¢'d broke both 'is legs, you know. "1'll
'ave a dootor,"

“Doctors are nog 50 eos
these diggin’s,"' saitl o bystander, *‘but
here's old Peter; ho's o nateral bone
settor.  He'll fix "im up all right.”

Old Pater, rough as ho looked, proved
both skillful and gentle. He sald that
the injnrr wis o sovere sprain, not seri-
ous, but it might prove tedious, and re-
ulre nbsolute rest for weoks, Mr. Haw-
thorne did not hear this statement with
aquualmltly.

“Now, [ cahn't stand that, you know,
Wa've only time to réach Sun Franeisco
before the steamer suils. I say, why
don't you give 'im some brahndy or
gin? Tulk'about there's no docgora
and you can't get u decent drink of ale
No, ilmhnm. f you're not able to go
da{ aftor to-morrow, I'll 'ave to go
:r‘i Itz‘?.ut. you. That's ull there is about
W

“But, Mr. Hawthorne," expostulated
the {uuug mun,o"iyou can't go alone,"

S oxoluimed the lrate old man,
“You think you're the only chap that

to got in

oan endure llvlnirwith & orusty old cure
mudgeon that's traveling for 'is 'elth,
But 'oro's what'll alloviate the angulsh

Bennett took the letter, and, glaneing

but if in your heart there is no response
to my words, silence is the only answoer

It consist-

Henry Milford waited vory patiently

his

“Good-bye, old fellow, and forgive

of livin' with mo, air.*'
his pocketbook resoundingly.

In this dilemms, old Peter came to
the front,

“Thera's (he old man's nevy,”" said
he to young Meacham. “Hs hain't
been here long, but mobbe ho'd go with
the old fellor.  Ho might find him sort
o' amusin', He'd be a8 good ns a clrens

to me."

Henry Milford wonld not have been
rocognized by his New York friends.
He wns sunburnt and rongh-looking.
He wore o slouch hat and ﬁh tronsers
woro tucked into his boots,  Buotb thers
was that
Moacham that he was notas rude ns
hix sxtorior,

The yonung fellow broached the mhkm't-
of Henry's taking his place, *Mr,
Hawthorne's not  disagrecable to live
with; he pays well. He blusters some-
times, butle soon blows himself out,
Come, gny vou will take my place."

Thoe proposition was unexpected, hut
its very novelty had acharm for Henry;,
and, after some disenssionof tho mattor
with his unele, e offered himsolf to Mr,
Huawthorne, and was accopted as his
traveling companion.  Severdl days
aftor their departure, a lettor resohed
the Milford ranch, nddressed to Henry.
Ifis uncle turned it over with a per-
plexed faco.

“I'm sure I don't know what to do
wwith it he said.  “I'1] ask Mencham, ™

The young man knew the route that
Mr. Hawthorne had proposed to tuke.

“He intended eniling at once for
Yokohama. I believe I'd forward the
letter there.  Just write on it:  *Core
ol’lt‘.l‘m English or the Ameriean con-
sul.

Poor Clara’s mueh-traveled lettor
reached Yokohamn in due senson and
was sont to the English consul.

After remuining some days in his
hands unealled for, it wis passail on to
the Ameriean consul,where it remained
a month, and wns then roturned to Al
lison, nt New York, Greoatwas his sur-
prise to receive his letter again, beaving
the post-mark “Yokohama."' He eould
nlso geo that it had been to California.
There was nothing to do now but wait
until Henry himself reported.

Several weeks Iater a letter came to
Allison, post-marked *Vienna, Aus-
trin.!'  As it seemed to be the econtinun-
tion of aformerstory, Allison concluded
that the previons letters must have mis-
carried.  Itclosed with these words:

Mr Hnwthorne didn’elike Jupnn, so we did
not stop on those flowery shores, Ouar stay
lere promises to be prolenged, so weite mo,
enre United Statos consul, When T shindl re-
tuirn to my native lvad 15 & problem 1 do not
try tosolve, Solong s I nna my wgreeable
CmpPloyor nro s Tppy a8 we gr'o at present,'
no e would sny, wo shall probably remnin
In purtnershlp, Uo hns a formidable toar
mnrked out: St Petersbury, Copenlingen,
ltome, Moscow, Purls, the Athambra and the
Holy Land, In about thia order, I believe,
S0, you ste, we linve years of travel belore
us, - Will write you when lelsure and ineiina-
tion colneldoe.

Allison answored this lotter at once;
and, without opening the former one,
which ho had Iaid away on his desk, in-
cloged it and ity inclosure in o largor
envelope, that alse bore his name on
the en

I

Time passed—throe  months, six
months, & yvear, aml no word came from
tho wanderer. It never ocourred to
Allison that his letter had not been re-
coived,  But sunch was tho fact.  After
his usual ereatic manner, Hawthome
suddenly determined to leave Vienna
for St. Petersburg.  While journeyving
throngh the Suez canal, they had made
the acqunintance of un English spinster,
a Miss Winthrop, accompanicd by a
very pretty American girl, as traveling
companion. Milford felt a languid in-
terest in the giel, buthe had o suspicion
that his em :ﬁ\'ur was moro than inter-
L espedd in l\flsu Winthrop,

These lad'es
adilenly appearing in Viennn, the ne-
Fquaintance was renowad, and Milford
was not at oll surprised when Mr. Haw-
thorne announced that he did not, inthe
least, care to go to Russin, but believed
that it would be for his health to sk o
more genial elime, This opinion seemed
10 be the result of learning that the la-
dies were going to Rome for the Enster
festivities,

*We might go to Rome for Heaster,
too,' said Mr. Hawthorne. It wounkl
be a deal more Christinn-like than
spending thav 'oly time among those
beastly Russians, ™'

Miltord did not like to seem to be fol-
lowing the ladies, but the more he op-
posed the Itulian trip the more deter-
mined My, Hawthorne beeiumne.

“Like ns not I'll never ‘ave a chance
to sec a Hitalinn Heaster again, and I'm

oing, You can do us you plepse,”

Of course, the young man pleascd to
accompany his employer. The days in
Romo passed very pleasantly in sights
seaing. The two gentlemon ncted’ as
escorts to the ladies. Mr. Hawthorne
and Miss Groy wonld wander away by
themselves, returninge to the hotel hours
after Milford and Miss Winthrop, with
some strange story of gotting lost, to
which the elder lady would listen with
an incredulous smil’u. while Milford was
forced to admit that the smitten English-
man was superior to the national preju-
dice against Americans,

One day Henvy took a listle jnunt with
several Amerieans, leaving Mr, Huow-
thorne as sole escort for the ludies, Tt
was quite laty when he returned to the
hotel, at the door of which ho met an
aequaintance, who greeted him with:

“Hello, Milford, you ®dn't go with
your party! Miss Grey looked charming!

ixpect to go to Florence myself next
weck, How soon do you gof"

With a careless romark, Milford
passed on to his room, to find it true
that Hawthorne and the lndies had gone
to Florence, leaving word for him to
follow. The husty note left for his in-
struction containod this closing  sen-
tence: **Went to the United Stutes Con-
sul. Saw a letter for you and ordered
It forwarded,"

After greoting his frionds the noxt
morning In Florence, Milford said he
would run out to the consul's and get
his lotter.

“Yon won't find it,"* said the old gen-
tloman. I ordered it sent on to Switz-
erland,™

Milford sat down. disappointed.

“Why didn't you bring it with you?"'
nskad Miss Grey.

“Never thought of it, I assure you. It
would 'ave been the easiest thing in the
world, now wouldn't it? But ﬁ never
entered my 'ad, Thought we had to or-
der letters forwnrded.  Beliove I'd for-
warded my own, if there'd been any
there."

“To what place in Switzerland did
you ordor it'" nsked Milford,

S think it was Zurich, and we'll harry
forward and overtake it,"

But Milford wopld not consent to
shorten the stay in Florence on secount
of 4 mythieal letter, and munifested no
more auxiety in regurd to it,  But M,
Hawthorne had a seorct senxicty con-
oerning thit very letter. Ho was not
#o sura that he had ordered it to Zurich,
and tho more he thought about ft the
less cortain he becnme.  These fears
proved well grounded. The lettor was
not at Zurieh, and the eonsul was sure
it had nover been there. Mr., Haw-
thorne grieved so over its loss that Mil-
ford gould bear him no il will,

»

Anil he slapped

in his bearing that told |

“Father,'" said the son of the sonsui
at Carlsrithe one day, *‘this lotter has
beon hare ao long that T don’t believe it
will be enlled for. Wonld it not be well
to return it to the writer? It s ad
dressed to Honry Milford, and s to be
rettirned to Robort Allison, New York."

“Papn.'’ exalaimed  the  youngoes!
daughter of tho consul, *'that must be
the Mr. Milford wo mot in Zurich. Yon
know ho told us of nlotter that had gone
astray somowhore.”

“Yos, I remomber it
going from Zurich to Paris,
sand it there”
But Hawthorno did not go to Parls,
Ho had n long walk with Miss Grey one
afternoon and deeided to go at once tae
“*Ertfordshirve, Hengland, ™ and propure
“Hivy Lodge' for a new misiress, n
charming Amoerican girl, who would
brighten up its many anclent halls, and
rul:t' a now benuty to 1ts many altrae-
tions,  And Milford must go, too, and
remain until Mr. Hawthorne had been
legally transferred to the eare of Mes.
Hawthorne. 8o, one day, at Miss Win-
throp's quict home in Camboerwell, the
transfer took place, and the bride and

oom departed, with smiles and tears,
or their home at Ivy Lodge.  Thon
Milford folt himsolf honorably released
from his duties as traveling companion.
Three days after he sailed for Amorica.

They wore
We'li

v,

One morning in Soptember, Rohert
Allison found, nmong his letters, one
addressed in his own hand to Henry
Milford, and returned to him as the
writor thereof. It bore marks of teavel,
and frayed edges and innumerable post-
marks, legible and illerible.  While
still examining it and endeavoring to
decipher the many legends it bore, a
liearty voice broke in upon his oceupa-
tion:

“Well, old fellow, how are you after
g0 long a time?"’

“Hal Milford!"  exelalmed  Allison,
swhere under the =an have yon comn
from, and how is it that this lettor has
come back to me?™

Bewildered, Milford  gazed at the
lotter, and then, catehing sight of his
name, he, seized it, and, in his turn,
began to gean its exterior.

“Can this be the lettor that T
been pluying tag with? When did yon
write it?  Did you send it to Vienna?"'

As he spoke, he tore open the end,
and out fell the lettor that had  been to
Yokohama and back.

“What is this?"" he exelnimed.

And, not walting for a reply, he hast-
ily tore that open also, and Clara’s long.
duelayed missive lay in his hand.

“Wheore did you get this?'* he asked,
turning almost fierealy upon his friend.

S1t enme for you the day you left for
Californin,  As soon as yon sent vour
address, I forwarded it to yon. It came
back to me from Yokohama, That is
ull I know ahout it.”

With trembling fingers and blnzing
eves, Milford oponed the letter. Only
one word met his gaze, the ene word
“Come,” signed “Clara,'' For n mo-
ment his head swam and blackness came
before his eyes.  Then, recovering him-
self, he mial):

“‘Pardon me, Roh,
vera blow. I amstunned. Let me go
away. I will see you again as soon as
I feel botter,"’.

The letter had reached its destination,
after more than two years of travel by
Tand and seq, in the old world and the
noew. Is it necessary to follow it far-
ther?

At a gquiet woedding party o few months
Inter the bridegroom said to his best
man: *You vhented me out of two years
of happiness, Charlie."

“But I gave you a year of foreign
travel at the expense of some one elie.
Tnu“nnght to thank, instead of blaming
e,

Milford glaneed at Clara as he an-
swored:

oI thank the postal systrm that made
your enrelessness insnfficient to wreek
niy lifelong happiness.""—Cosmopolilan.

linve

I have hal a se-

FEMININE FANCIES,

Spley Gosslp About 'Trilles Comme Il Faut.

Epicures of Baltimove eat salad of
rice and hominy with cold game.

Try restoring tho color of faded
plush goods by brushing with chloro-
form.

Ladies#® continue to wear little fancy
rings, set for the most part with small
but very bright gems,

Gold thread for embroidering comes
both ecoarse and fine. The Japanese
goll thread is least linble to tarnish,

The faney now is for wedding break-
fasts, just as they do in England, with
toasts to the bride and groom, re
sponses and all the ress,

There is a tendency to cluster rings
again, a favorite being a largo colored
stone in the eenter with small diamonds
set around it, or vies versu.

Take n cow’s horn or any horn, have
it tipped and rimmed with brass, hang
it on the wall with a ribbon and fi
makes n unique vase to hold a single
choice lower.,

A pretty new brooch, representing a
cluster of hazel-nut leaves and froit,
consists of gold leaves and cups frosted
over with smuall digmonds, while the
nuts ave formed by o hrown anamel.

A bracelot pleasing to very young
ladies consists of a single gold band on
which is huug a round or square charm
of rock erystul, Sometimes thess open
in half like o locket, wal show a four-
leaved clover betweon the two layers of
crystal,

There appeurs o decided and growing
tendency again todecorated watch-cases
for ladies.  Notonly are cases seen with
the raised wire-work decoration, but
there are eases beautifully enameled,
und cases in the center of which appear
& group of goms,

tmeal water is admirable for im-
proving the skin. Pour boiling water
over & few spoonfuls of it and let it
stand a few hours. On retiring wash
the face and neck freely in the starchy
water and dey withont wiping, It I)s
more conveniontly used for o tull bath
when inclosed in a bag,

The *Hangmuan's Rope' pattern in-
troduced lust season In - Parls, and pat-
ronized to some extent because of o ¢u-
rious superstition that the hangmanls
rope in gold is a lucky thing ulmlyu
about, is seen here formed into banglos
and bracelets, and also twisted into
brooches. A bracelet seen simulated g
rope, one end of which wus untwisted
showing the strands, Rings are also
formed of this gold rope.

A favorite present from the groom to
the brile is n joweled brooch or lace pin,
and, when money is no object, n puir of
earrings or bracelet, or both, are sdiled,
At a recent wedding in this elty the
bride wore dlmnmur. n gift of the

room, vabawd at ten thoussd dollars,

necklace and pondunt is aoothor
favorite present. Sometimes a wateh
becomes the giff, and oceasionally a
ring, Whatever the form of the w{; ft
if gems are in It, these are suppo. to
vepresont the ladies’ proforence, wheths

er it ba rublos, mp?himﬁ. dinmonds or
pearls.—N. ¥, World.

CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS.

Experiments with Varions Kinds of Com-
mercinl Pertilizing Materinla,

We aro nlways on the wateh for some
new means of ineronsing the fertility of
the #il.  How to do this to the best ad-
vautuge is the all-important question.
Fyery your brings us o certain amount
of new theory nnd practice and we are
often reminded of tho faet that all
changes are not improvemonts, An ef-
fort is now being mude to induce the
farmers = Long Island to apply ground
lirnestono as o fertilizer instond of more
expensive materinls,  Our nelghbors
are disposoid to experiment with it and
learn ita trae value by experiment.
This 18 not o new idew. Some years
sinee this substuneo was extensively ad-
vertlsad and its merits rated very glgh.
For some time these advertiscments have
disappeared, Tt was then cluimed by
some writers that this snbetance was in-
goluble, aud if put in the ground woulil
romain there for ages withont change,
This sume thing s said  of the

round phosphate when not acidulated,

nasmuch ns this phosphate is exten-
gively usod with or without acid, every
faormer should know the exnet truth of
this matter. The Carolina phosphate is
ground and sold as o conrse powder,
and ag o powder o fine that it will Noat
in the atmosphere (henee called flonts),
and also dissolved by sulphurie achl
Now the faets are, the finer it is the
fuicker its notion.  The acid reduces it
to the finest condition, and henee the
aeidulated acts sooner than the oats
and the feats sooner than the coarss
powider. Now there s a class of men
that scll the aeid phosphate, that tell us
the phosphate in other forms is worth-
less, ns it is perfectly insoluble and will
rewain so.  They say this phosphate in
its native bod has been in eontact with
water for ages and never changed aud
nevor will ehange until acted npon hy
some powerful solvent.  Now this suie
thing may bo il of plaster (sulphnte
of lime) which is only ground and
extensively used as o fertilizer with
great benefit.  There is probably no
rock known bat will dissolve when
sowdersd and applied to the soil.  In
England they ave grinding granite and
using it in this way, and it may be that
this will yet be one main source of pot-
ash, ns it is well known this elamoent
abounds in granite.  How wmuch foree
the action of the acids of the soil havein
wrodueing  these changes we do not
L‘mn\'; nor do we know how much to
attribute to electrieal and magnetic ns
well ns chemicnl changes.  We do not
know enongh on this subject to enlen-
Inte that we may profitably apply the
yhosphates in cither form.  As to this
ime powdar nothing but an expériment
will determine its value, but what we
do know of chemistry and botany teacnes
us to put no e<timate on u part of its
eluims, It i8 claimed that a lavge per
cent, of it is earbon, antl us a large por-

tion of the plant 15 ecarbon,, this
furnishes  the food it  needs
Now the growing plint is con-
stantly  taking in  carbonic neid

from the air, cmitting the oxygen and
rotaining its earbon, the natural infer-
enco s that the plant gets all the earbon
it needs from the ajr.  Still it is not
cortain but that more earbon in the soil
would be a benefit.  This is often do-
bated in agrieultural papers when it is
evident neither porty knows and it is
ruess work on both sides. It seems
that our men of seience might per-
manently settle such a plain question.
As to the phosphate, when it is acid-
ulated, it requires pound for pound of
Iﬂm-ip!mr.n and acid, so that when we
iy 1 ton of acid phosphate we get but
half a ton of phosphate. If the neid
phosphate nets more quickly its effvcts
it ul]ﬁu gone sooner. 'Nuw these floats
arc 8o tine that thelr action is not slow
and they are so cheap, especially as
compured to standard fertilizer, that
they will generally be found profitable,
The price of standard ferd fertilizers is
too Iti;_:h. and until reduced wo must
continue to experiment with chemicals.
—Cor. Christian at Work.

CULTIVATION OF CROPS.

Advantage Derived from Keeping the Soll
Loose and Mollow,

The chief object in eultivation is to
keep the ground loose and mellow—to
supply the most favorable conditions
for the growth of the raots of the plants
in thelr senrch for plant food. A see-
ondary ohject is to prevent the growth
of weeds., If weeds are allowed to form
roots so much plant food will be taken
up and appropriated to the growth of
the weeds, and so much robbery to the
growing crops. The weeds should be
no more than allowed to sprout, and
then shou!d be destroyed by cultivation
8o as to prevent the formation of roots,

Still another object in the cultivation
of erops is to supply plant fool from the
surrounding atmosphere, by opening the
so0il to favor the action of the elements
in depositing the plant food which they
contanin, in the soil,

From all the foregoing facts it is
elearly seen that frequent cultivation is
required, for if the soil should become
Bard in the least degree just so much
soss will result to the growth of the
roots of the plant and  necessarily so
much less to the yield of the erops. And
ngain if tha enltivation is not suflicient-
ly frequent to  destroy the spronting
weed seed, and they be sllowed to formm
roots, just to the extent that these roots
take up plant food just to that extent
will the yield of the crop be diminished.

But the benefit of frequently stirring
the soil is seen in the fact that as often
&8 the soil is stirred and opened up the
anosk favorable conditions are supplied
for the deposit of plant food by the
action of the elements, Every failure
to cultivate at the right time will inevit-
ably result in a diminished yield of
crops.  Une eultivation every three
days, or twice each week, is most likely
the best rule to adopt. This will give
suflicient time for the weeds to sprout
unil the soil will not harden In that
length of time.

One man and team with 4 double cul-
tivator can cultivate at least 15 nores of
corn in this way, and if the ground has
been plowed 12 to 16 inches doop, and
furrows made nurrow so as to make the
soil fing, and if the crop has been prop-
erly planted, and then oultivated proper-
Iy twice each week, the yield of erops
on 15 neres will be as much ns from 30
aores cultivated, plowed and planted in
the ordingry manner. The same time
omployed and  the same amount of
labor uhll'i given to 15 peres us is usual
to give to 80 aeres, producing the snme
yiold of erops as from 30 neres, makesn
clear suving of the bulance of 15 acres
of land,

The cultivation for corn shonld be
eontinued until the grains of the ear be-
gin to harden. Just so long ns the
stalk is groen, or just so long ns any
pavt of the stalk or var is growing, just
so long are the roots taking up plint
food, and therefors reguire the same
conditions of soll as at any stage of

rowth. Stop the cultivation before

sinlk and car are both perfectly

devoloped, and the soil becomea hard,
the roots fail to approprinte plant foud,
and the yield ns well ns the quality of
the erop will be diminished. The cultis
vation, then, should be kept up until
the enr nnd graing nre perfectly grown,
when the grain will begin to hariden,

The eultivator, or Lind, should be
siited to the conditions of the growing
orop. Tho first eultivation given to
corn should be hefore it comes througth
the ground.  This should be done with
a amoothing harrow, passod over tho
ground ns often a8 necessary (o manke
the surfuee  perfoctly fing, smooth,
even and mellow, and to  festroy
tho weods that mny have sprouted
ready to grow. Then ns soon s
the vorn ix fairly th-ough the ground
the rows ean be seen and the cultivation
should, be immedietely resnmed. At
this stage of  growth small shovels
ghoulil be used on the eultivator, and
#0120 a8 not to throw inneh soil to the
stalks, and ns soon as the stalks attain
a height of one foot, larger shovels moy
be used, and sot 50 08 to throw the sofl
to the hills, in order to hill up aronnd
the stalks ns o support to them, and for
the pnrpose of covering over weod seed
to prevent their growth,

Aftor the stalks attain o height of
three or four feel then =mall shovels
should be uszed that will not goto
grenter depth than aliont throe inches,
to prevent catting tho roots of the erop,
and to keep the soil mellow to that
depth, which will net as o muleh, keep-
ing the soil loose and moist.  When the
stalks attain a lieight too great to use o
dottble enltivator, then u single cultiva-
tor, suppliod with square tecth abont
fonr inchies in length underneath the
| wooden ]llll"liull of the caltivator, =o us
to run about three inches deop in the
soil, shoull he substituted.  T'his imple-
ment ghould be wadd until the enlvivas
tion is completed.

The eultivation of potaties shonl® -
gin as soon a8 the sprouts are fairly
through the ground, when the rows can
ba seen. Throw the =oil to tha row so
as to cover the spronts, and then pass
the smnnllliu;_r harrow over the eronnd
untit smooth and level.  This will effec-
tually destroy all seeds of weeds,  The
eultivation after thig should be the gamae
as for corn as to kind and frequency,
and to be continued until the vines fult
down and eover the gronnd botween the
rows. At each cultivation they should
be hilled up slightly. Care should
nlways be observed not to disturb the
vines, as the stoms that support the ti-
her, or posato, commences to form  be-
fore the vines attain one half thelr
growth, and for that reason they shonld
be hilled up gradually at cach enltiva-
tion, and not all at onee, and that the
Inst enltivation, — k. S, Teagardien, in
Western Plowmuin.
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FARISIAN FANGIES.
A Deggar Malid's Costume Valoed at Sov-
en Hundred Francs,

A new porte bonheur has made its
appearance in Paris. It consists of a
little erystal locket, in which is encasod
o four-leaf shamroek, which, as you
know, brings good Inck to all who wear
it.  This porte bonheur comes from
Austrin, where four-leaf shamrocks
abound, it scems.  What a pity wo did
not know this before!  How lucky wa
might have been at o little expense!
However, as “it is never too late to
{ mend”™” our fortune, this new porte bon-
heur will no doubt be cagerly sought
after,

Without being deeidedly a novelty, I
must not forget to mention Worth's
new walking costume, which, on ae-
count of its simplicity, he ealls the
“Begear Maid's"” dress. It has o full
skirt of white and blue tflannel serge,
striped  lengthwise, and n searf tunie,
with the ends turned up at the back, of
blue silk twill serge. The hodice, of the
same silk serge, 18 open like n gontlo-
man's evening coat in front, displaying
an under jersey bodice of tho steiped
serge. No collar or rufls of any deserip-
tion. This little **Beggar Maid's'" cos-
tume costs only seven hundred franc!s
—mere nothing, as you see,

The barbarie style of jewelry is con-
sidered the most beautiful just now, so
silyer mountings are replacing gold.
Really the models shoulil be in trmm-.
a8 the models copied belong chiefly to
the bronze age, but no woman would
faney this ultra faithful reproduction,

Gold ornaments of fine filigree work
are fashionnble, especinlly a8 neeklaces
As bracelets they are found too delicats,
as the fine gold wire is soon pulled ont
of place and the beauty of the design is
injured,

The new fans of erepe, powdered with
shining spangles, having all the colors
of the rainbow, arc very effuctive in the
evening. It looks as if the powder of
crushod jewels had been sifted over
them, A fan of blwek ganze is appar-
ently spangled with diniend dust: in
the center’is the monogram of the
owner in imitation dinmonds, The
offect is superb. It is the latest note of
elegance, and all monondaines are hav-
ing their monograms and coronets thus
worked in their ganze fans

A revived and very becoming fa<hion
is o large buttertly | ow beneath the chin,
in white or bright coloved tulle; coral,
| sulmon-pink, and yellow of every known
and unknown shiude.  So that you see
these flufly bows of tulle at the neck of
all sorts of wraps and even added above
the now again popular fishu,  Colored
tulle just now is the rage with our ele-
gantes, being especially becoming for
all conlp.luxhnm.—h'mﬁy'x Lady's Book,

———

An American Drama of To-day.

The Actress—A new play? Pray
don't ask me to read it. Cun't you
give moe a synopsis of the most striking
incidents?

The Author—With pleasure. In tho
first nct there is a corn-colored silk cos-
tume, In the second there are two
dresses, including the very latest wraps
and parasols.  The interest in the third
aet fulls off to o riding habit, but in tho
fourth and fifth acts there are no less
than three complete costumes, and all
made by Worth, 1 think it will be a
BUCCRSS,

The Actress—Nnme your price, sir.
'Ll take it.—Philadophia Call.

. —

Labouchere's Humorous Disposition.

There is o story told of Labouchore
when he wus sttache of the British
Logation at Washington which indicates
his disposition for a joke. A visitor ealled
ono day at the legation to see the Brits
ish Minister. **Ho is not in,"" said La-
houchere, **Novoer mind; I'll tako a soat
and wait till he comes,”  The visitor
wis handod s chair, on which he sat for
about an hour, when he beeame rathor
rostless and consulted his watoh, *Look
here,” sald he, 1 ean't wait for ever;
how much longer will he be?"' *Wall,"
sl the impudent attache, *tho left for
Cnnads this afternoon, and I expeck
l}}om back in nbout six wueks,"—N, X
Josk —rARer T, |y

— ——

THE DAIRY.

~Churn often if yvon would kava
oot bnttor, — Hoston (Hlabe,

—+8en that the cows have a dry plaee
to lie on.  Thair udiders shoiild not be
imbaoddod in and encerostod with filth,
IT they are in the latterstate wish them
with warm water and wipo dry with
dry eloths,  Then no dirt ean drip into
the milk pail. —Farm, Field and Stoek-
Man,

~In therpports of soveral dairy farms
of Deniark, in the vicinity of Copens-
hagen, it ix stated that the yicld of each
cow s regnlarly wolghed, and the ex-
eellont averago of 000 gallonk per cow
i= quite genoral,  When n cow falls be-
low 700 gallons per annum she s led
oft’ ot onee to the Luteher, —Field and
Farm,

— No chaese ought to be pnt on the
market hefore it is six months old; and
welllmade  and  thoroughly-ripenod
chioesg I8 not only digestible, but an
aid to the digestion of other ailments
—ple-eruat for instanee.  Whoen the
Ameriean poople are tanght to eak
thoroughly-ripenad cheese, they will
like it and got. good out of it, and n
home demand for the product will be
ereatod, — Bugfulo Tones,

Yield of available solids from the
food consumed, is the only true orite-
rion du dairving on valuable land.
Hene o, on sueh laml ose the bhest but-
ter undd choeso producing machinge that
hag bheen discoverad, I EOpPpinge gries
costs nothing, then tuke any kind of a
cow you ean got, and use her nntil yon
pan got more and better. ‘Phe trouhle
whonut the lnet nomed adviee, howoever,
i that civilization lins 1o o alonge with
the eow that iz used for daivy purposes,
and as 2oon g thepee s ¢ivilization in %
Tand, thoe soil has o price and the eow
must have shelter angd food other than
ornss,  Then the call for the best cow
is henrd, —HMoard' s Dairpman,

e

GOOD COW FOODS.

Those Abounding in Proteine Making the
LBest Butter.

In summer, when farmers are busy
growing cow food. it is well to con-
sider the subjeet somewhat ot length
in order that we may all know about
whore we stund in the matter of knowl-
eildge on the snhjeet.  To show that all
the expounders are not agreed npon
the subject of which feed is the best,
wo willgiveoa little personal oxperiones.
Wlile attendine o favmers” meetinethe
other day a learned professor, in an
plaborate  lecture, advoented feeding
the cows as muoch vich fool as they

would  stand, and  he explained
that by the word rich he moeant
pleh in o, sueh  as eotton seed

el linseed oll enkes, along with Tndian
corn that was particularly vich in oil.
Per eonttra, as the lawyers say, Prof.
Armshy, in n late lecture, explained
that while many if not mest farmers
are of the opinion that foods riclin fag
will canse the cow to greatly incrense
her vield of hutter, yet this is not the
ense. Butter, he savs, is n pecnliae
kind of fut, and there is nothing elde in
nature like it Foods abonnding mostly
in proteine, a nevve and moscle sup=-
porting aliment, muke the most butter,
Oil meal contains o large amolint of
fat and proteine, but the fat in the oil
tloes not produce butter,  Nor is it the
fat in the eorn that makes the butter,
but rather the proteine.  The fat helps
tosupport the swarmth of the body. and
thus keeps up the muachine while i
works up the other eclements into butter
or cuseine.  These are important facts
that, we hope, Prof. Armsby will con-
tinue to repeat until every dairviman in
thie eonntey learns them by honrt.—
dmeriean Dairymnn.

o —

SOIL AND MILK.

Fhe Effects Produeed by the First Upom
the Qunlity of the Latler.

Like every other produet, animal or
vegetahle, the quality  of milk  de-
yenids as mneh on the soil as on the
wread of cow. It will be more or less
“ieh, 08 the soil is more or less vich. If
the soil is thin and light, vroducing a
orresponding charaeter in the vegota-
tion, the tendeney will be to make the
milk thin and light. If it lueks in
phosphates, the milk will Inck in phos-
phates. I the soil is rich and fat the
milk produced from it, the cow being
in gooml condition, will be rich and fat,
We do not take into consideration
enough the quality and charnctor of
the soil for milk production, We are
content to think that grass is grass,
unil therefore conclude that all  grass
produces milk alike.

After all, the matter resolves itself
into a question of food and foeding. No
mutter where we may be, it our food,
water and air nre all right. we must oot
all the blessings to be derived from
these,  If we study and know the chare
acter of our soil, and then consider the
necpssary qualitios of the food required
for the besi milk and the most success-
ful milk production, wa may supply
wetilicinlly what the soil lncks naturally,
und et the best results; or we may add
to the food products of the soil such
clements as are lacking for the pro-
duction of the best milk, and the de-
sired result must follow.

We merely throw out the hint as food
for rveflection.  In whatever way we
turn and whatever correet  view we
tuke, we find Nature everywhere in-
viting man to mentil as well as physi-
cal :urti\‘ir‘\'. Fow things are furnishoed
in perfection. Bot all that is noecssary
she provides, and intelligent man may
]lmlit by her sugzestions s well as by
wer bounty.—National Live-Stock Jour-
nal.
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Adulterated Milk.

The presence of milk in wator was
onee thonght to be weasily detweted
by the lactometer. This instrument
showed the specitie gravity of the
mixture, but it was found that cream
and water were so noarly of the same
specitic gravity, that milk could be
skimmuod of part of its eroam, and by
adding a certain quantity of watoer, be
bronght to thy specific gravity of fuli
milk. There are in use some simple
methods of annlyzing milk to detect
the presonce of added water, coloring
matter, ete,, bot the general tendone
now is to tuke laws requiring all mlli
to contaln certnin percentages of solids,
mide up of fats, coseine and sugar,
runging in otals from 11} to 13 per
cent,  Theformer is the English, and
tho Intter the Boston standard, 16 has
boen foudd that milk can be sdnlter-
nted in the cow quite us ensily as in the
oan, by abtalning cows that nuturally
produes lurge quantities of pour milk,
anid by foeding them with poor, witory
food, ~ Under former luws, if it could be
proved that the milk had not been
tampered with sineo lecving tha cow,
it was merchantuble, no matter how
poor it wis.—dmerican Agriowlturist

- -

—8ell us fust a8 made to get the mogl

for the butber,— Western Bural,




